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Committee Members and Changes
Current Committee Members are:
· Victoria Murray, chair
· Russell Frith, treasurer
· Mary Frith, meeting minutes
· Sarah Sutherland, class co-ordinator
· David Morris, website co-ordinator
· Frida Bleakley
· Grazyna Fremi
· Helen Donaghue
· Gloria Ruffell

Peter Harper, Fiona Latimer and Lyndsay Fergus withdrew from the committee last year - thanks to them for the contributions they have made to the committee and the PACC more generally.

We would also like to thank our group of PACC volunteers, who have been a great help setting up for the exhibition, lecture and other events.

Lamp of Lothian
As ever we are grateful to the Lamp of Lothian trustees for making the buildings available to us for no charge. We make an annual donation to the Lamp to contribute to the cost of utilities and the upkeep of the buildings. The Lamp continues to increase the usage of the buildings which has helped the vibrancy of the Poldrate.  We also appreciate updates to the buildings themselves, including heating and the much anticipated lift!

Like PACC, the Lamp is run by volunteer Trustees. They have one part-time employee to co-ordinate all their activities and manage and take care of the buildings. Members of the Committee are in regular contact with the Lamp to ensure that we all get along effectively and harmoniously.

Class Updates and Tutor Changes
The PACC has 320 members and 5 life members.  Over the last year we ran 23 taught classes in 13 different arts and crafts, and 9 self-help groups.  Term 1 of this year has been our busiest yet, with 90% of our tutor-led classes being fully booked.  This high demand sadly led to booking issues as our booking system was unable to cope with the high number of concurrent users.  We apologise for the disappointment these problems caused.  We are holding a feedback and workshop session at the AGM to seek members views on how we might improve things going forwards.  

Ailish Kelly joined us as to teach Acrylic Painting and Helen Gembles has started a knitting class, which supplements our already popular knitting class taught by Helen Donaghue.  We are delighted to have them all with us.  Our clay portraiture class has changed from taught to self-help.  We’re exploring whether we can accommodate a taught class.


Annual Members Exhibition
Our 2025 Exhibition in March and April was a great success, with around 200 pieces of work being displayed across all of our arts and crafts categories. The exhibition looked fantastic – the hanging being led by committee member and treasurer, Russell Frith. Kate Henderson, Haddington-based painting and glass artists and Beki Dover, Haddington-based artist and events organiser provided the judging and award of prizes.  This was, as always, challenging given the high standard and number of works. Prizes were awarded across the range of our classes, with very carefully considered explanations offered by Beki to support their choices.

Weekend Workshops and Demonstrations
Over the last year we held a number of very successful weekend workshops:
· 17 May – Plein Air Painting with Iona Molleson
· 29 July for six evenings, Introduction to Ceramics with Rebecca Philipson
· 16 & 17 August Pottery Throwing Masterclass, Philip Revell from Dunbar Pottery
· 24 & 31 August Beginners Pottery with Rebecca Philipson
· 2 September – Bookbinding Workshop
· 13 September – Silver Granulation with Linda Lewin
· 25 October – Latvian Mittens Workshop

The pottery workshops were piloted to increase our pottery offering.  Our pottery classes are very oversubscribed.  The pottery is at capacity between September and June, so we decided to take advantage of the quiet summer months and offer something for both beginners and experienced potters.  Both workshops were very successful and we hope to continue doing this in future summers.

Summer Arts Market
On 28 June East Lothian Council, working with Beki Dover, organised a fantastic makers market in Haddington.  PACC had two stalls, and spent the day sharing the work of our charity with the local community.  A number of our tutors and members also had stalls at the event.  This showed what a created place East Lothian is, and how PACC is very much at the heart of this.

Open Studios
We hosted the Haddington Spinners & Weavers Open day on 1 March.  This was a packed event with attendees travelling from across Scotland.  Our painting and printmaking tutors opened up our top floor workshop on 6 and 7 September as part of Haddington Open Studios.  This was a new event for the town and was very popular.

Lectures
We are now in our fourth year of holding a Christmas lecture, which has been hugely successful. This event is open to members and non-members. Dr Alice Blackwell, Senior Curator of Medieval History & Archaeology at the National Museums of Scotland gave a fascinating illustrated lecture about Medieval Art and Craft Scotland on 29 November 2024, with complimentary drinks and nibbles afterwards.  We also introduced a spring lecture on 14 March, which was given by Andrew Watson on Scottish Landscape Painters in the 19th Century, and was a great success.  

This year Andrew Watson will give our Christmas lecture on Friday 28 November.  

We’d like to thank the Cray Trust for its kind donation towards our lecture programme.

Thanks!
Thanks to everyone who has been involved in the PACC over the last year. We couldn’t do it without you all and we appreciate everything you do with us!

The PACC Committee
November 2025
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